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Taylor received her bachelor of arts in mathematics from Lafayette with honors in mathematics 
and economics & business. She earned an M.A. in urban and regional planning and an M.P.A. 
in economics and policy public from Princeton University’s Woodrow Wilson School of Public 
and International Affairs. 

“Making Small Nations Great through the 
Principles of Freedom”
September 2007

The former president of El Salvador (1994-2004), Francisco 
Flores, spent two days (Sept. 17-18) visiting Lafayette. He 
attracted an audience of over 400 people in Williams Center 
for the Arts for his lecture on the economic and social policies 
he instituted to change El Salvador from a country identified 

with poverty and violence to an example of steady growth and human development. The 
event was sponsored by the policy studies program and the Hispanic Chamber of Commerce 
of the Lehigh Valley.

Following his lecture, President Flores spent an extra day at Lafayette to attend a student 
luncheon with ten policy studies majors to answer questions in a more intimate setting. 

“The Battle Over Planet Earth: Environmental 
Policy in an Era of Political Polarization”
April 2007

On the evening of April 4, approximately 100 students and 
faculty gathered in Kirby Hall of Civil Rights to attend a 
lecture by Juliet Eilperin, Washington Post reporter and author 
of Fight Club Politics: How Partisanship is Poisoning the U.S. House 
of Representatives. A joint effort by the policy studies program 

and the department of economics and business, the lecture addressed the politics of the 
environment in the U.S. Congress and the present barriers to enacting bipartisan proposals. 

Eilperin graduated magna cum laude from Princeton University, where she received a bachelor’s 
degree in politics with a certificate in Latin American studies. For nearly a decade as a reporter 
for the Washington Post, she has covered the U.S. House of Representatives and the environment 
for the national desk, reporting on science, policy, and politics. Currently, she is a House of 
Representatives reporter for the Washington Post, where she has covered the impeachment of 
Bill Clinton, lobbying, legislation, and four national congressional campaigns.

“Climate change and environmental quality are two hotly debated and important issues, and  

Ms. Eilperin is a close observer of the latest proposals and the status of the political debate in Washington. 

Policy studies is an interdisciplinary major, and Ms. Eilperin’s work provides an excellent illustration of 

how to combine scientific knowledge with knowledge of the political process and why integration  

of separate fields is important to understanding and solving crucial issues.”
—W. Mark Crain

Chair, Policy Studies Program
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Conference: “Facing the Chinese 
Century–Prospects and Challenges”
March 2007

Scholars, journalists, and policy makers from 
around the globe lectured on campus March 1-2  
as part of the “Facing the Chinese Century: 
Prospects and Challenges” conference. 

The conference focused on the transformation of China’s cities, technological infrastructure, 
and culture industry, which has helped bring the country to the level of a significant 
modern power. It also explored the reasons why, regardless of its rising status in the world, 
China remains a mystery to many people. The goal of the conference was an attempt to 
demystify this dynamic country. 

The conference’s opening lecture, “China’s Past: A Harbinger of Its Future?” was presented 
by Jonathan Spence, Sterling Professor of History at Yale University in Colton Chapel. 
Other speakers lectured and lead discussions throughout the second day of the conference, 
including Hu Zhaoming, counselor at the Chinese Embassy in the United States; Yoshihide 
Soeya, professor of political science and international relations at Keio University in Japan; 
John Pomfret, Los Angeles bureau chief for the Washington Post; and Susan Greenhalgh, 
professor of anthropology at the University of California, Irvine. 



“It may seem like an insignificant effort on  
the part of the individual, but as an aggregate  

effort over time these events help raise  
awareness and get the issue on the agenda.”

—Christopher Haight ’09

Nicholas Kristof, Pultizer Prize-winning author and columnist for The New York Times, speaks in Colton 
Chapel about the Darfur tragedy.
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